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Former UPRIIS
Department Manager
Antonio S. Nangel is
NIA’s new Administra-
tor. In the presence of
his division managers
from UPRIIS, his wife
Fely and his daughter Dr.
Faye, and other mem-
bers of NIA family,
Nangel was sworn into
office by DA Secretary,
Honorable Proceso J.
Alcala on September 2,
2010.

In his message
during the September 6,

2010 symbolic turnover
ceremony at NIA Central
Office, Nangel said that
he had never imagined
that he would be NIA ad-
ministrator so soon, but
he thanked all those who
pushed him, encour-
aged him to take the
post, and believed that
he could make it.

The adminis-
trator humbly admits that
he is not that good; he
said that he just did what
he ought to do with dedi-
cation, humility, and with

the help of his division
managers. Guided by
the vision and mission of
the agency, hesaid, “Ang
aking vision ay para
mapaunlad ang ating

ahensya— at
mangyayari lamang ito
kung tayo ay
magtulungan at

gagampanan natin ang
ating tungkulin. Wag
natin kalilimutan ang
kapakanan ng ating
mga magsasaka,
sapagkat sila ang
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Mithiin
pangasiwaan ng NIA na
patuloy na mapalawak
ang napapatubigan
upang magkaroon ng
sapat na pagkain ang

sambayanan at
makatugon sa patuloy
na pagtaas ng

populasyon. Sa balik

g aral

na gi
Bolinao, Pangasinan
noong Pebrero 11 & 12,
2010 ng NIA Division |l sa

Pamamahala-ni Engr.
Reynaldo D. Puno
(RDP), nagkaroon ng

maiinit na talakayan
tungkol sa ratooning,
programa ng NIA-DA

upang matugunan a g
kakulangan sa bigas
dulot ng EL NINO Phe-
nomenon. Iminungkahi
ni Mr. Virgilio Macaraeg,
Zone Supervisor ng
Zone 11-B ang
pagsasaayos ng
Picaleon Earth Dam.
Ayon kay Macaraeg, ang
pagsasaayos ng dam ay
makapagdadagdag ng
mapapatubigang

sakahin na humigit
kumulang sa 200
ektaryang bukirin.

Namangha si Engr. An-
tonio S. Nangel (ASN),

Department Manager ng
UPRIIS, atagad inatasan

si Engr. Olympio B.
Penetrante, O & M Chief
ng division Il, na gawin
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Formal turnover cerembny between Engr.
Antonio S. Nangel, now NIA administrator and
Engr. Antonio A. Galvez on September 6.

Enogritn: eveny
Reynaldo D. Puno,
(RDP), began his new
roleasthe7 ™Operations
Manager of the Upper
Pampanga River Inte-
grated Irrigations Sys-
tems on
September
16, 2010.

For-
mal turn-
over cer-
emony took
place be- :
tween him ¢
and former
Department *
Manager
now Admin- :
istrator Anto-
nio S. Nangel during the
quarterly meeting of the
ISAPHIL held in Boracay
Island.

Prior to his new

assignment as Acting
Department Manager of
UPRIIS, RDP was the
manager of division Il in
Talavera. Under his lead-
ership, Division |l rose
into one of the most vi-
able irriga-
tion man-
agement of-
fices of this
region.

Turning 60
on Novem-
- ber, RDP,
who hails
from San
lsidro,
Nueva
Ecija, took
his Civil Engineering
course at Feati Univer-
sity. He started as instru-
ment man in 1973 at NIA
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Initially aresearch,

For so many years, producing more rice
with less water or increasing water productivity
in rice production has been the subject of many
researches, studies and experiments. Results
of these showed that continuous flooding of paddy
field is not a guarantee of higher yield. In fact, it
is detrimental to the crop. On the other hand,
using the opposite scheme of irrigation that is,
alternate wetting and drying or controlled irriga
tion technology, poses that rice plants are
healthier and produce more filled grains.

This practice showed that 15-35 percent of
irrigation water can be saved. Another advantage
in practicing controlled irrigation particularly in
an irrigation system like UPRIIS is that, it mini-
mizes conflict among farmers. Tail end farmers
who usually suffered water stress, no longer, if
not, seldom experienced water scarcity. In sys-
tems’ level, aside from the contribution of resto-
ration and rehabilitation programs for irrigation
facilities and structures, efficient on farm-water
management increased UPRIIS cropping inten-
sity, meaning wider area has been irrigated out
of the programmed firmed-up service area.
Adaption of water saving technology (WST) or
controlled Irrigation is another milestone that
made UPRIIS no. 1 among the irrigation sys-
tems of NIA under the dynamic leadership of our
former Department Manager now NIA adminis-
trator, Antonio S. Nangel. We have piloted the
technology in the upstream portions of canals
which effect benefited the downstream areas.

Now the adoption of WST is not just an
experiment or a research. The policies and guide-
lines on mainstreaming its adoption in all irriga-
tion systems in the country, has been put to or-
der by the Department of Agriculture upon the
approval of Administrative Order No. 25 s. 2009
by the Secretary on September 11, 2009.

This year, UPRIIS is on the massive sys-
tem wide institutionalization and implementation
of this administrative order.

ERRATA

1. UCFIA Oathtaking, page 1, PRO of division |
should have been Domingo Protacio, and not
Julio Protacio as read.

2. Maringalo Dam Project, page 4, source of the
article should have been: Irrigation Development
Plan for Luzon, NIA ECI Report, January, 1978.
Our apologies... —Ed

~ L]
Ano ha ang '.A O* z5 s2009 Ny DA'?. -a
170 »Y HIKAYAT SA LAHAT NA
”Mﬂ%
NG TUBIG TRIGASIN B S ok &

M b AL TUNIN SA NOLOH YA
NG PALTITIFIP NG
TRCAND %ﬁm "

@ GUMAWA NG KANAL C
vy vy s
ARIEIT. TR

P L L., SRy

G BUTAS FA DIMARLAARAN
DAM- o

. ™ \ .

.

et ; .
= @ PANATILIABLS FARIAT- -
e ™ PANTAY ANE LIPANG Thy AMSAN :
' y i € BA PANGANGALAGA NG
L "*Au\’;l‘&N MAG PATUBIS SA 1AL M|
% NA 2, ZONNG B SENTIMETRC
- momu ANES PASTLRG NG

— il b

@AMIT MIG OBSERVATION WELL, HALIRHINANG
vmmmwsw AT MAGPATUYD (ALTERHNTE

WETTING PRYING ] SA PANAHDN HG& Phc -

PALA W ME HALAMAN HANSGANG A FAG-AN] .

VOICES...

Most people say
life begins at forty. Itis
defined in various ways
- for others it is battle, a
journey and constant
struggle for making the
right decision.

The analogy be
tween a person and an
organization is that both
desire to be admired,
recognized, and
praised. The National
Irrigation Administration
(NIA) for one is an orga-
nization created by law
and mandated to pro-
vide irrigation services
to the agricultural sec-
tor of the country. Its
human complement
should justify its exist-
ence and relevance to

By Gil V. Honorio

the people.

Ten years ago, on
my first official business
to the Central Office of the
NIA, | have to alight from
Baliwag Transit at the
bus stop in front of the
famous and popular SM
City. It is the surest way
that | could, as per in-
struction, reach NIA
through the taxicab and
avoid jay-walking. | know
for sure that NIA building
is located in Camuning,
only about a kilometer
away from my stop.

With much regret, a
simple trip to NIA can be-
come a nightmare. The
word NIA for some can
cause much confusion.
Understandably, few

know that NIA does exist
so much so that when
we tell cab drivers to
bring us to NIA, they
bring us to the airport in-
stead. NIA is commonly
thought to be NAIA-the
airport. NIA is the Na-
tional Irrigation Adminis-
tration.

Before the senses
of people ‘FROM THE’
province, wow, NIA
means food and life.
After 47 years of NIA ex-
istence and 33 years of
service, | should now
shout: “Hey, you people
eating rice, open your
eyes. Rise up and pon-
der. Rice plant does not
live by fertilizer alone but
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